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Monthly Newsletter

February is National Children's
Dental Health Month

FEATURED
STORIES
THIS MONTH:
Family Engagement: pg 1
-Dental Health Awareness Month
Program Engagement: pg. 2
-I-LEAD Support
Community Engagement: pg. 3
-March is National Nutrion Month
-Indiana CARES About Child Care Fund

Additional free dental resources for
families and the community at
https://www.americastoothfairy.org/

Child Care Provider
I-LEAD Support
What is I-LEAD?

I-LEAD offers Hoosier providers a streamlined solution to managing licensing paperwork,
background checks and updated program information. Managed by Indiana FSSA’s Office of
Early Childhood and Out-of-School Learning, this new platform gives child care leaders a
one-stop-shop for essential services, including access to Indiana Learning Paths, a new
online learning system that connects you with webinars, interactive learning session and
other learning opportunities that align with licensing and Paths to QUALITY.

Activating Your Account
The first step for using I-LEAD is to ensure that you have an activated I-LEAD account. Learn more about this process below.

What do I do with my I-LEAD invitation email?
Provider admins with existing accounts in the Child Care Information System (CCIS) receive an automatic invitation via
email to join I-LEAD at system launch.
Educators who have been invited to I-LEAD by their site’s provider admin will receive an invitation via email to join I-LEAD.
For either user type, the email includes a link to activate the user account. Follow the steps below to activate:
Click the button that says “Confirm Account.” This will direct you to the “Welcome to FSSA” webpage.
At this webpage, you can complete your account activation process.
To successfully use the email activation link, users must verify their accounts within three days.

My I-LEAD invitation expired. What do I do next?
If your activation email link has expired, visit ILEAD.in.gov to request a new invitation using the email address at which you
received your original activation email. Visit the I-LEAD home page at iLEAD.in.gov and click on the text that says, “Received
an invite?” This will take you to a page where you can resend the invitation to your email. Educators can also ask your
director to resend the I-LEAD invitation.

What if I didn’t receive an I-LEAD activation email?
Educators who are currently employed in a child care program should request that their program admin invite them to the
child care program site’s I-LEAD account. If you are not currently working in a child care program or would like to open a
child care business, visit the I-LEAD login page. Then, create a guest account by clicking “Log In” and following the account
registration steps.

If you need I-LEAD assistance, reach out to
Kelly Schmelzle, our Program Engagement Specialist,
at kschmelzle@child-care.org.

This year’s National Nutrition Month theme is Personalize Your Plate. There is no
one-size-fits-all approach to nutrition and health. We are all unique with different
bodies, goals, backgrounds and tastes!
Learn more about National Nutrition Month: https://sm.eatright.org/NNMinfo and
follow us on Facebook and Instagram, @4csouthernin, for resources and help tips
on nutrition all March long.
Early child care and education providers in Indiana may
be eligible to apply for a grant through the Indiana
CARES About Child Care fund to help with pandemicrelated safety expenses or emergency needs. Indiana
CARES About Child Care grants are designed to
reimburse Indiana providers for COVID-19 related needs,
such as purchasing health- and safety-related materials
and supplies, staffing, cleaning services, additional
furniture to support social distancing and more. Grants
are also available for providers dealing with temporary
closures due to a positive COVID-19 case. An emergency
grant will help cover expenses deemed necessary by
licensing consultants or by the local health department
to reopen. Grant amounts up to $12,500 based on a
provider’s enrollment. Learn more about the grant fund,
including eligibility guidelines and allowable expenses,
and find the link to start your application at
brighterfuturesindiana.org/indianacares/.

