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-Preparedness Month
Community Engagement: pg. 3
-Closing the Gap Grants

Child Care Assistance
The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) and On My Way Pre-K
are federal programs that helps low-income families obtain child care
so that they may work, attend training or continue their education.
The purpose of CCDF and On My Way Pre-K is to increase the
availability, affordability and quality of child care.

To apply for Child Care Assistance
online go to:
https://earlyedconnect.fssa.in.gov/onlineApp/home

Families can now apply for CCDF and On My Way Pre-K by using the easier-to-use
online application called “Early Ed Connect.” Early Ed Connect offers the benefits of:
Easy use via mobile devices, as well as on a computer or tablet
Ability to apply for multiple children in one application
Ability to upload supporting documents, including via photo from a mobile phone
Ability to save application progress and complete it at a later time
Notification of successful submission
Available in English and Spanish
Online support information and videos

On My Way Pre-K Program
On My Way Pre-K (OMWPK) awards grants to 4
year olds from low-income families so that they
may have access to a high-quality pre-K program
the year before they begin kindergarten. Families
who receive a grant may use the grant at any
approved On My Way Pre-K program.

CCDF Voucher Eligibility Offices
Southern Indiana CCDF offices by county:
For Vanderburgh County residents, as of October 1, 2021, contact 4C of Southern Indiana: info@child-care.org, website:
www.child-care.org, phone: 812-641-5880, or visit us at 414 SE 4th Street, 2nd Floor, Evansville, IN 47713
For residents of Crawford, Daviess, Dearborn, Dubois, Franklin, Gibson, Jennings, Knox, Lawrence, Martin, Orange, Perry, Pike,
Posey, Spence, and Warrick counties, contact Children’s Bureau at 866-494-5330 or visit their website at www.childrensbureau.org.
For residents in Clark, Decatur, Floyd, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, Ohio, Ripley, Scott, Switzerland, and Washington counties
contact River Valley Resources at 855-591-7848 or visit their website at www.rivervalleyresources.com.

INTRODUCING....

NEW CCDF AGENCY STAFF
FOR VANDERBRUGH COUNTY
4C of Southern Indiana is excited to announce the NEW Child Care
and Development Fund (CCDF) staff who will be serving Vanderburgh
County as of October 1st, 2021. CCDF is a federal program that helps
low-income families obtain child care assistance so that they may
work, attend training, or continue their education. The purpose of
CCDF is to increase the availability, affordability, and quality of child
care. Please let us know how we can serve you or your clients.

CCDF STAFF
Jackie Sutherland
CCDF Director
812.423.4008 ext. 135
jsutherland@child-care.org
Krista Hawkins
Eligibility Specialist
812.423.4008 ext. 136
khawkins@child-care.org
Amanda Lucus
Eligibility Specialist
812.423.4008 ext. 137
alucus@child-care.org

Families, businesses, and local
leaders, you can find the supports
you need by contacting us today.

www.child-care.org
info@child-care.org

414 SE 4th Street
Evansville, IN 47713
812.423.4008

September is Emergency Preparedness month.
Learns way to prepare your child care program.

Child Care Aware of America
Evacuation/Shelter-in-Place Tips
The type of emergency determines how you should react.
You will need to evacuate when conditions are safer outside the building than inside the building. Sometimes after
an evacuation, you are unable to return to your site and must relocate. It is important to have an initial relocation
site in addition to back-up relocation sites; one within walking distance and another outside of the area.
In certain emergencies, it is best to make sure everyone is safe inside and to isolate children and staff from the
outside environment. The need to shelter-in-place should be based on notifications from local emergency officials
or weather forecasts.

To learn more about how to prepare your child care program for an emergency,
go to https://www.childcareaware.org/our-issues/crisis-and-disasterresources/child-care-emergency-preparedness/

Countless factors contribute to a family’s ability to access early learning opportunities that meet their
needs, and yet, a comprehensive understanding of the state of child care access in Indiana has been
elusive. Community leaders and early care providers are often left wondering how to approach capacity
expansion to address the most crucial local needs and create sustainable growth.
Early Learning Indiana is changing the way we understand access.

Explore the new report at
https://earlylearningin.org/closing-the-gap/
We have developed a new methodology, the Early Learning Access Index, that attempts to both qualify and
quantify child care access throughout the state. This method moves away from viewing access as simply a
capacity supply and demand equation and layers in the additional components of quality, affordability and
choice. These four elements, viewed in context with one another, offer a more robust assessment of Hoosier
families’ ability to access early learning opportunities that suit their needs.
To jump start local solutions, Early Learning Indiana, with generous support from Lilly Endowment Inc., is
supporting grants of up to $100,000 for communities to address their specific local gaps in access to highquality early learning programs.
Communities can close the gap.

Learn about the new grants
https://earlylearningin.org/closing-the-gap/grants/
Register for our Closing the Gap grants webinars to learn more about this opportunity
https://earlylearningin.org/closing-the-gap/grants/#webinars

